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12 March 1911.   The California National Guard established an Aeronautical  
Detachment of its 7th Coast Artillery Company.  Eugene Ely became the unit’s 
first private.1

 
26 March 1918.  Col. Raynal C. Bolling, a former New York National 
Guardsman who had established and commanded that state’s First Aero 
Company, was killed by German infantry during a ground reconnaissance near 
Amiens, France.  He was the most senior American military aviator to die 
during World War I.2

 
7 March 1927.   Accompanied by MSgt Clyde Plank, 1st Lt Daniel F. Kearns  
of the Colorado National Guard’s 120th Observation Squadron flew one of the 
unit’s Douglas 0-2C biplanes to Silverton in the southwestern corner of the 
state to deliver badly needed typhoid vaccine over the 11,000 to 12,000 foot 
mountain peaks which ringed that community.  The 120th’s first mercy 
mission was launched because devastating snowstorms had completely 
isolated Silverton from the outside world for six weeks and civil authorities 
feared the outbreak of a typhoid epidemic.3

 
28 March 1944.   The 118th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, formerly the 
118th Observation Squadron, Connecticut National Guard, began flying 
defensive patrols in India.  It was the first of five former National Guard air 
units to conduct combat operations in the China-Burma-India theater.  The 
others were the 103rd and 123rd Photographic Reconnaissance Squadrons plus 
the 115th and 127th Liaison Squadrons.4

 
March 1950.   The National Guardsman magazine announced that, in 
accordance with the National Defense Act, four Air Guard officers had been 
called to active duty tours of four years each with Headquarters, U.S. Air Force  
to deal with all matters pertaining to the Air National Guard.  They were: Col. 
Clinton A. Burrows, California; Col. Orren H. Lane, Georgia; Lt. Col. Edward 
H. Bradford, Massachusetts; and Lt. Col. Royal Hatch, Jr., Alabama.5
 
March 1952.   The Air Force established the mobilization assignment of all 
ANG fighter units in the continental U.S. as air defense.6
 
1 March 1953.   The 138th Fighter Interceptor Squadron at Syracuse, New 
York and the 194th Fighter Bomber Squadron at Hayward, California began 
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an experimental augmentation of ADC's runway alert program by Air Guard 
fighter units.  Each unit maintained two F-51Ds and five pilots on alert from 
one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset throughout the week.  Based 
upon the experiment's success, continuous Air Guard participation in the 
runway alert program was adopted in 1954.  It marked the beginning of the 
Air Force's total force approach to reserve component utilization and 
training.7

 
27 March 1953.   Maj. James P. Hagerstrom, a Texas Air Guardsman flying 
an F-86 in a regular Air Force unit, shot down a MiG 15 raising his total kills 
to 5.5 during that war.  Hagerstrom was the fourth Air Guardsman to become 
an ace in Korea.  He ended the conflict with 8.5 confirmed kills.  During 
World War II, Hagerstrom had downed 8 enemy aircraft in the Southwest 
Pacific while a member of  the Army Air Forces.  He remained in the active 
duty Air Force after the Korean War.8

 
March 1959.   Flying their Northrop F-89H Scorpions from Tyndall AFB, 
Florida, pilots of the 109th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Minnesota ANG, 
became the first Air Guardsmen to live fire FALCON, radar-guided air-to-air 
missiles.9
 
March 1959. Members of the New York Air Guard’s 213th Ground Electronics 
Engineering and Installation Agency Squadron spent their 15-day annual 
training period installing communications facilities at the Air Force’s Cape 
Canaveral missile test center and nearby Patrick AFB, Florida.  It was the first 
time an ANG unit had been employed in the huge expansion project underway 
at Canaveral.  The unit ‘s deployment to Florida combined  useful work and 
realistic “live scheme” training.10  
 
March 1960.   Selected aircrews from six ANG C-97 units completed retraining 
with the Military Air Transportation Service at Travis AFB, California.  They 
then made transoceanic checkout flights to Tachikawa AFB, Japan and back.11
 
March 1962.   The Air Reservist magazine reported that personnel from three 
Air Guard Aircraft Control and Warning Squadrons located in Denver, 
Colorado, Salt Lake City, Utah and Puerto Rico were manning radar sites on a 
fulltime basis for the Air Defense Command.  In Hawaii, an Air Guard Aircraft 
Control and Warning Squadron also operated a radar site around-the-clock.12
 
27 March 1964.   After one of the most gigantic earthquakes in its history 
caused enormous damage in Alaska, members of the ANG’s 144th Air Transport 
Squadron helped rescue victims in Anchorage and provided food and shelter to 
them, reestablished vital communications across the state, and airlifted rescue 
workers and supplies to other stricken communities.  The unit’s C-123Js flew 
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77 sorties airlifting 201 passengers and 131,054 pounds of cargo within a week 
during its relief operations.  They were aided by Air Guardsmen from four other 
states who flew 12 airlift  missions carrying relief supplies to Alaska.13
 
March 1964.   Illinois Air Guardsmen assigned to the 126th Air Refueling 
Group installed and began testing a prototype conversion of a Boeing KC-97G 
Stratotanker which gave that aircraft the capability to refuel any fighter in 
the Air Force inventory.  That initiative, which they had suggested, involved 
installing jet engines pods and an improved rendezvous  radar equipment on 
a KC-97G from KB-50s which the Air Force had withdrawn from service.  The 
prototype cost $40,000.00.  Based on the experiment’s success, the Air Force 
approved a proposal to modify all 54 Stratotankers in the ANG inventory 
with jet engines and improved radar.  The jet-augmented ANG aircraft were 
designated KC-97Ls.14  
 
3-13 March 1969.   Astronaut Russell L. Schweickart, a former Massachusetts 
Air Guard fighter pilot, orbited the earth  in NASA’s Apollo 9 space vehicle15

 
28 March 1969.   Maj Clyde Seiler, a pilot in the Colorado Air Guard’s 
mobilized 120th Fighter Squadron, was killed when his F-100 crashed after 
being hit by enemy ground fire during a strafing mission in Vietnam.16

 
March 1969.   The National Guardsman magazine reported that the Illinois 
Air Guard’s 126th Tactical Hospital had recently deployed a 36-bed hospital 
with a 30-day stock of supplies from its home station at Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport to Kindley AFB, Bermuda aboard a C-97 Stratofreighter 
and a KC-97L Stratotanker from the 126th Air Refueling Wing.  That unit 
airlifted 24 personnel and 25,000 pounds of equipment to Bermuda to handle 
its 13-tent hospital complex.  The two-week exercise was the first known 
deployment of an ANG hospital unit outside the continental U.S. for training.17
 
23-26 March 1970.   Following a declaration of national emergency by 
President Richard M. Nixon because of a wildcat strike by the Manhattan-
Bronx Letter Carrier’s Union, over 14,000 New York Army and Air Guardsmen 
along with thousands of active duty and federal reserve forces personnel were 
mobilized to assist postal supervisors in making sure that the mail was 
delivered in the metropolitan New York City area.18
 
March 1972.  The National Guardsman magazine reported that the Minnesota 
Air Guard’s 133rd Training Flight had recently begun training members of the 
Spanish Air Force to become instructors in the operation and maintenance of 
KC-97 Stratotankers.  Spain had purchased KC-97s from the U.S. to refuel its 
fighter aircraft.  In addition to working with Spanish, the 133rd also provided 
transition training on the KC-97 and C-130 to other ANG units.  19
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4 March 1976.  Former Iowa Air Guardsman, Colonel George E. Day, USAF, 
was awarded the Medal  of  Honor by President Gerald R. Ford  for his personal 
bravery after his F-100 Super Sabre was shot down on 26 April 1976 during a 
”Misty FAC” mission over North Vietnam.  After he was captured by North 
Vietnamese troops, the badly wounded flyer escaped and traveled back to South 
Vietnam where he was shot and `captured by Viet Cong soldiers.  Day then 
endured a brutal 67-month imprisonment before being released on 14 March 
1973.20
 
12 March 1976.   A KC-135A from Ohio's 145th Air Refueling Squadron became 
the first ANG tanker to participate in a Strategic Air Command (SAC) over 
water air refueling.  The Guard aircraft helped SAC KC-135s refuel A-7s 
deploying from California to Hawaii.21

 
1-17 March 1979.   Air Guardsmen from Alabama’s 226th Combat 
Communications Group and Hawaii’s 201st Combat Communications Group 
deployed to the Republic of Korea to participate in Team Spirit 79.  It was the 
first field training exercise involving the Combined Forces Command, the newly 
integrated command structure for U.S. and Republic of Korea forces in the 
latter nation.22
 
30 March 1979.   Pennsylvania Air Guardsmen assigned to the 193rd Tactical 
Electronic Warfare Group at Harrisburg International Airport began providing 
local transportation to members of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
and White House teams that descended on the area to deal with the nuclear 
reactor incident at the nearby Three Mile Island power plant.   Members of the 
ANG unit’s maintenance squadron logged 310 hours parking, unloading, and 
servicing transient aircraft during the incident.  Personnel assigned to the 
193rd’s field maintenance shop built special shipping containers, racks, and 
detector shields for use by NRC personnel.23
 
17-20 March 1982.   To protect Fort Wayne, Indiana against the rapidly rising 
flood waters of the three rivers that converged within its boundaries, Governor 
Robert Orr mobilized the Air Guard’s 122nd Tactical Fighter Wing and elements 
of Army Guard units to assist local authorities.  Air Guardsmen focused on 
providing supervisors to the efforts to build up the existing system of dikes that 
protected the city.  They also established a vital communications network that 
linked the workers on the dikes with the unit’s home station at Fort Wayne 
Municipal Airport and the city’s downtown command post.  Their efforts were 
successful and the dikes held.24
 
18-21 March 1983.   The Hawaii Air National Guard’s 154th Composite Group 
deployed personnel from its fighter squadron as well as its aircraft control and 
warning squadron plus six F-4Cs to South Korea for the Team Spirit exercise.  
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The 201st Combat Communications Group, Hawaii ANG, and the 251st Combat 
Communications Group, Ohio ANG, also sent personnel and equipment to 
South Korea for the exercise.25
 
March 1983.   The 189th Tactical Training Flight and the Reconnaissance 
Weapons School were organized by the Idaho ANG at Boise’s Gowen Field to 
train ANG RF-4C replacement crews and to teach advanced tactics to ANG RF-
4C crews.26
 
March 1990.   The Idaho Air Guard enlarged its RF-4C reconnaissance 
training program at Boise under a project called “USAF Top Off” to include not 
only ANG aircrews but active duty Air Force ones as well.27
 
11 March 1992.   Brig. Gen. J. M. Hafen, Utah ANG, reported to Maj. Gen. 
Phil Killey, ANG Director, that the B-52H mission which had been offered to 
the ANG by the Air Force was "doable" but not as desirable as the KC-135 
mission.28

 
24 March 1992.   Astronaut and former Massachusetts Air Guard A-10 pilot 
Byron K. Lichtenberg served as a payload specialist aboard the Space Shuttle 
Atlantis (STS-45) which was launched into orbit on this date.  It was 
Lichtenberg’s second space flight.  The Atlantis landed safely on 2 April 1992.29
 
11 March 1993.   An Air Force report on Base Realignment and Closure 
recommended that, contrary to the recommendations of the 1991 commission, 
the 121st Air Refueling Wing (ARW) and 160th Air Refueling Group, Ohio 
ANG, should remain at the Rickenbacker ANG Base, Ohio.  It also called for 
the closure of O'Hare Air Reserve Station in Illinois and that the 126th ARW, 
Illinois ANG, be moved to another location.30  
 
March 1993.   The 124th Fighter Group, Idaho ANG, sent F-4G "Advanced 
Wild Weasel" aircraft and volunteers to Saudi Arabia to help enforce the no-fly 
zone over Iraq in Operation Southern Watch.31

 
9 March 1996.   After Cuban fighters shot down two U.S. civilian aircraft over 
the Straits of Florida, F-15s from the 125th Fighter Wing (FW), Florida ANG, 
were scrambled from Homestead AFB to provide a combat air patrol over the 
U.S. Coast Guard's search and rescue operations in international waters off the 
Cuban coast.  The 125th FW flew 15 armed sorties on 9-10 March.  They were 
joined by F-16s from Minnesota's 148th FW which flew eight sorties from their 
alert site at Tyndall AFB, Florida.32

 
1 March 1997.   Lt. Col. Martha Rainville, Vermont Air Guard,  was sworn in 
as the nation’s first female Adjutant General ever by the state’s Governor, 
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Howard Dean.33

 
March 1997.   12 F-16s from the ANG and AFRES deployed to Incirlick AB, 
Turkey to form a "rainbow unit" of fighters to support Operation Northern 
Watch to help maintain a no-fly zone over the northern portion of Iraq.  Units 
involved were Wisconsin's 115th Fighter Wing (FW) and Ohio's 178th FW plus 
the Air Force Reserve's 419th FW.34

 
26 March 1998.   Representatives of the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
Department of Defense, Air Force, Navy, U.S. Transportation Command, and 
the NGB signed a Memorandum of Agreement turning over responsibility for 
providing airlift support of NSF operations in Antarctica from the U.S. Navy to 
the New York ANG's 109th Airlift Wing.35

 
27 March 1999.   About 100 Air Guard volunteers and two EC-130 Commando 
Solo aircraft from Pennsylvania's 193rd Special Operations Wing deployed to 
Germany to support the NATO air campaign against Yugoslavia, Operation 
Allied Force.36

 
28 March 1999.   The NGB requested help for Operation Allied Force from 
Nebraska's 155th Air Refueling Wing.  Less than 60 hours later, wing 
personnel and 3 of their KC-135 tankers were on the ground at Rhine Main Air 
Base, Germany.37  
 
17 March 2001.   A C-5 Galaxy assigned to the New York Air Guard’s 105th 
Airlift Wing delivered 65,600 pounds of relief supplies to earthquake-ravaged 
El Salvador at the San Salvador International Airport.38
 
4 March 2002.   Tech. Sgt. Keary Miller, a Kentucky Air Guard pararescue 
specialist from 123rd Special Tactics Squadron, cared for wounded personnel 
and participated in a firefight with nearby enemy forces after the Army special 
operations helicopter he was riding was shot down on a mountain named Taku 
Ghar in eastern Afghanistan.  For his heroism and professional skill during 
that 15-hour ordeal in Operation Enduring Freedom, Miller was awarded the 
Silver Star, the nation’s third highest award for valor.39
 
25 March 2003.   Maj. Gregory L. Stone, Idaho ANG,  died of his injuries two 
days after a U.S. Army soldier allegedly threw a grenade into his tent in 
Kuwait.  Stone was serving as an air liaison officer with the Army’s 101st 
Airborne Division.40
 
29 March 2003.   SSgt. Jacob Frazier, a member of the Illinois ANG’s 169th Air 
Support Operations Squadron, died when his four-vehicle reconnaissance patrol 
was ambushed in southern Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Freedom.  
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He was the first Air Guardsmen to be killed in action against enemy forces 
since the Vietnam War.41
 
12 March 2004.   Col. George T. Lynn, Georgia ANG, Commander, 116th Air 
Control Wing (ACW), was promoted to brigadier general in a ceremony at 
Robins AFB, Georgia.  The 116th ACW was the first and only blended active 
duty Air Force/ANG wing in the USAF.42
 
March 2004.   Detachment 1, Headquarters Nevada Air National Guard was 
established in March 2004 with the intent of developing it into the Air 
Guard’s first Predator associate unit.43   
 
23 March 2005.   The Air Force took delivery of its final E-8C Joint STARS 
aircraft.  It was the seventeenth  production model of the aircraft - all of which 
were assigned to the blended ANG/USAF 116th Air Control Wing at Robins 
AFB, Georgia.44
 
March 2005.   Nevada Air National Guardsmen began working in association 
with Air Force personnel to learn how to operate Predator drones.45

 

 7



NOTES 
                     
1 Francillon, Air Guard, p. 12;  Article (U), Sylvia Ronzone, Public 
Information Office, California National Guard, “The National Guard sprouts 
its Wings,” The National Guardsman, January 1954, pp. 2-3. 
2. Juliette A. Hennessy,  The United States Army Air Arm, April 1861 to April 
1917, (Air Force Historical Study No. 98, Maxwell AFB, AL U.S. Air Force 
Historical Division, Research Studies Institute, Air University, 1958),  pp. 131-
134, 183-187; Henry Greenleaf Pearson,  A Business Man in Uniform: Raynal 
Cawthorne Bolling, (New York: Duffield & Co., 1923), pp. 66-84. 
3 Colorado Pride, p 36. 
4 Francillon, Air Guard, p. 35. 
5 Article (U), “Guardsmen Pegged for Air Force’s Highest Level,” The 
National Guardsmen, March 1950, p. 32. 
6 Hist (U), CONAC, January-June 1952, p. 175. 
7 Francillon, United States Air National Guard, p 51; Gross, Prelude,  pp 95-
98; Study (S/RD/NOFORN), “The Air National Guard In Air Defense,” pp. 26-
27, info used was (U). 
8 Haulman and Stancik, Air Force Aerial Victory Credits, pp. 211, 755. 
9 Article (U), “First with the Falcon,” The National Guardsman, August 1959, 
pp.4-5; Francillon, The United States Air National Guard, pp. 134, 202. 
10 News Item (U), “ANG Unit Trains at Canaveral,” The National 
Guardsman, May 1959, p. 24. 
11 Article (U), “January-March Brings ‘Big Swap’ to ANG; 104s Delivered-
F102s, C123s On The Way!,” The National Guardsman, May 1960, p. 14. 
12 News Item (U), “Air Defense Command’s Other Arm,” The Air Reservist, 
March 1962, p. 9. 
13 Article (U), Capt. Dempsey A. Anderson, Alaska ANG, “Air Guard 
Responds Rapidly to Alaska Crisis,” The Air Reservist, May 1964, pp. 3-4. 
14  Rpt (U), NGB, Subj.: “Annual Report of the Chief, National Guard Bureau, 
Fiscal Year 1965,” undated, p. 53; Article (U), “New Pep for OLD Tankers,” 
The National Guardsman,” November 1964, p. 36; Francillon, United States 
Air National Guard, pp. 118, 178; Gross, American Military Tradition, pp. 
115-116 . 
15 Article (U), “Air Guard Astronaut,” The National Guardsman, May 1969, 
pp.18-19. 
16 Colorado Pride, p 217. 
17 News Item (U), “Illinois Air Refuelers Haul Hospital Unit To Bermuda,” 
The National Guardsman, March 1969, p. 35. 
18 Article (U), “When The Guard Carried The Mail,” The National 
Guardsman, May 1970, p.26; Rpt (U), NGB, Subj.: “Annual Report Chief, 
National Guard Bureau Fiscal Year 1970,” undated, p. 26. 
19 News Item (U), “Minnesota Air Guard Trains Spanish Airmen,” The 
National Guardsman, March 1972, p. 38. 

 8



                                                             
20 Paper (U), Air Force Historical Studies Office, Subj.: “Major George E. 
Day,” undated, https://www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil/PopTopics/MOH-
bios/Day.html; Paper (U), Subj.: “George E. ‘Bud’ Day,” 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/goe/eaglebios/02bios/day02.htm. 
21 Gross, Mobility Milestones, p. 15; News Item (U), “Overwater refueling,” 
The National Guardsman, July 1976, p. 3. 
22 Article (U), “Team Spirit 1979,” National Guard, June 1979, pp. 28-29. 
23 Hist (FOUO), ANG, CY 1979, p. 140, info used was (U). 
24 Article (U), Maj. Karl E. Baatz and MSgt Glenn Brendel, Public Affairs 
Section, 122nd Tactical Fighter Wing, “Air Guard to the Rescue In Fort Wayne 
Flood,” National Guard, August 1982, pp. 20-21. 
25 Hist (FOUO), CY 1983, pp. 72-73, info used was (U). 
26 Francillon, United States Air National Guard, p. 117; Svingen, The History 
Of The Idaho National Guard,  p. 160. 
27 Orlan J. Svigen, Editor,  The History of the Idaho National Guard, (Boise, 
Idaho: Idaho Military Division, 1995) p. 162. 

        28  Hist (U), ANG, CY 1992-CY 1994, p. x.  
29 Article (U), “NASA Payload Payoff,” National Guard, February 1993, p. 37; 
Biographical Data (U), NASA, Byron K. Lichtenberg; Paper (U), “STS-45 (46), 
Last updated 29 June 2001, 11:21:02 EDT, 
http://science.ksc.nasa.gov/shuttle/missions/sts-45/mission-sts-45.html.  
30 Rpt Extract (U), Acting Secretary of the Air Force, “Department of the Air 
Force Analysis And Recommendations (Volume Five) [DOD BRAC Report to 
the Commission],” 11 March 1993, SD II-42, Hist (FOUO), ANG, CY 1995-CY 
1997. 

        31 Article (U), Andrew Compart, "When part Time Stops Being Part Time," Air 
Force Times, 18 October 1993, p. 24. 
    32 Article (U), "Florida Responds to Cuban Attack," The On Guard, April 1996, 
p 4. 

33 Article (U), MSgt Bob Haskell,  NGB-PA, “Running Vermont,” The On 
Guard, April 1997, p 8. 
34 Article (U), "Air Guard, Reserve Share F-16 Mission, Aircraft Over Iraqi No-
Fly Zone," National Guard, May 1997, p 10. 
35 Press Release No. 132-98 (U), Subj.: "New York Air Guard Assumes 
Antarctic Airlift Responsibilities," 26 March 1998, SD CHRON-9, HIST 
(FOUO), ANG, CY 1998 - CY 2000. 
36 News item (U), Associated Press State & Local wire, "Pa. guard unit 
headed to Germany," 29 March 1999, Monday, AM cycle, SD CHRON-23, 
Hist (FOUO), ANG, CY 1998 - CY 2000. 
37 Article (U), Mike Sherry, "Time Abroad Wears On Lincoln Guard Unit," 
Omaha World-Herald, 3 May 1999. 
38 Article (U), New York ANG release, “Air Guard Carries Relief to El 
Salvador Earthquake Victims,” National Guard, April 2001, p. 35. 
39 Article(U), C. Ray Hall, “123RD Special Tactics Squadron Battle on Taku 

 9

https://www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil/PopTopics/MOH-bios/Day.html
https://www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil/PopTopics/MOH-bios/Day.html


                                                             
Ghar, The Courier Journal,  
http://www.pjsinnam,com/War_on_Terror/EF/Miller.htm, SD VII-19, Hist 
(S/NOFORN), ANG, CY 2001-CY 2004, info used was (U); Article (U), Lisa 
Daniel, In Harm’s Way,” National Guard, August 2002, pp. 20-24, SD VII-20, 
Hist (S/NOFORN), ANG, CY 2001-CY 2004, info used was (U); Email (U), 
Maj, Jeremy Shoop, 123rd STS Commander, KY ANG, to Dr. Charles J. Gross, 
NGB, Subj.: “123rd STS Heritage Portrait,” 21 February 2003, 4:02 PM, DOC 
2003-17, ANG Chronology.  
40 Article (U), MSgt. Bob Haskell, NGB-PA, “Idaho Guardsman falls in the 
line of duty,” The On Guard, May 2003, p.4. 
41 Hist (S/NOFORN), ANG, CY 2001- CY 2004, p. xxiii, info used was (U). 
42  Hist (S/NOFORN), ANG, CY 2001-CY 2004, p. xxv, info used was (U). 
43 Email (U), Lt Col.  Wayne Gerrish, ANG/SII, to Charles Gross, NGB-PAI-
H, Subj.: “RE: Blended Predator Unit,” 25 July 2005, 3:19 PM, SD II-159, 
Hist (S/NOFORN), ANG, CY 2001-CY 2004, info used was (U). 
44 Article (U)”Air Force receives final Joint STARS,” Armed Forces Journal, 
May 2005, p. 48. 
45 Email (U), Lt Col Gerald S. Alonge, NGB/A2I, to Charles, Gross, NGB-PAI-
H, Subj.: “RE: First Predator Combat Flight Controlled  by an Air 
Guardsman,” 9 February 2007, 3:54 PM, DOC 2007-3, ANG Chronology. 

 10

http://www.pjsinnam,com/War_on_Terror/EF/Miller.htm

